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[Received  the  assent  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Punjab 
on  the  5 tk  April,  1920,  and  that  of  the  Governor-General 
on  the  2nd  May,  1920,  and  was  first  published  in  the 
Punjab  Gazette  of  the  28th  May,  1920.] 


1 

2 

3 

4 

Year 

No. 

Short  title 

Whether  repealed  or  otherwise 

affected  by  legislation 

1920 

I 

The  Punjab  Limitation 
(Custom)  Act,  1920 

Amended  by  the  Indian  Indepen- 
dence (Adaptation  of  Bengal  and  Punjab 
Acts)  Order,  1948  (QG.O.  40). 

Amended  by  the  Adaptation  of  Laws  (Third 
Amendment)  Order  of  195 1. 

Extended  to  the  territories  which  immediately 
before  the  1st  November,  1956,  were  comprised 
in  the  State  of  Patiala  and  East  Punjab  Stales 
Union  by  Punjab  Act  43  of  I9601 2 3. 

'’Amended  by  Haryana. 

Adaptation  of  Laws  (Stale  and  Concurrent 
Subjects)  Order,  I9684. 

An  Act  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  law  governing  the 
limitation  of  suits  relating  to  alienations  of  ancestral 
immovable  property  and  appointments  of  heirs  by 
persons  who  follow  custom  in  ^Haryana.] 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  law 

governing  the  limitation  of  suits  relating  to  alienations  of  ancestral 

immovable  property  and  appointments  of  heirs  by  person  who  follow 

CUStOmm’jrluiyandj  ? 

1.  For  Statement  ol  Objects  and  Reasons,  see  Punjab  Gazette.  1919,  Fart  V, 
pages  5S3-87,  dud  tui  Select  Committees  report,  see  ibid,  1920,  Pan  V,  pages 
5-7  and  for  Proceedings  in  Council,  see  ibid , 1919,  Part  V,  pages  425-28;  and 
ibid  1920,  Part  V,  pagt^  119  -25. 

2.  See  Fun j ah  Gazette , 1920,  Part  V,  pages  253-55. 

3.  For  Statement  of  Objects  and  Reasons  see  Punjab  Government  Gazette . 
(Extraordinary),  I960,  page  2010. 

4.  For  Statement  of  Objects  and  Reasons  see  Haryana  Government  Gaze.i: 
(Extraordinary),  dated,  the  29th  October,  1968. 
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Short  title  and 
extent* 


Repeal. 


Definitions* 


Savings* 


Dismissal  of 
suits  of  file 
descriptions 
specified  in  the 
Act  if  instituted 
uxiuT  the  period 
of  limitation 
herein  prescribed 
has  expired. 

1 I UVSfmll  % dmji 

Suits  for  winch 

Ulr<V  pttllilU 

prescribed  is 
shorter  than  that 
prescribed  by  the 
mdiau 

Limitation  Act  or 
the  Punjab 
Limitation  Act. 


And  whereas  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Governor- 
General  has  been  accorded  under  section  79  (2)  cf  the  Government 
of  India  Act,  1 91 5,  to  the  passing  of  this  Act, 

It  is  hereby  enacted  as  follows : — 

1 . (1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the  Punjab  Limitation 
(Custom)  Act.  1920. 

(2)  It  extends  to  ‘[Haryana]. 

2.  The  Punjab  Limitation  (Ancestral  Land  Alienation)  ^Jab 

Act  1900,  is  hereby  repealed.  of 

3.  In  this  Act — 1900' 

"Alienation"  includes  any  testamentary  disposition 
of  property. 

"Appointment  of  an  heir"  includes  any  adoption 
made  or  purporting  to  be  made  according  to 
custom 

4.  This  Act  shall  not  affect  any  suit  pending  in  any 
court  on  the  date  on  which  this  Act  comes  into  force. 


5.  Subject  to  the  provisions  contained  in  sections  4 to 

25  (inclusive),  of  the  zIndian  Limitation  Act,  1908,  and 
notwithstanding  anything  to  the  contrary  contained  in  the  first 
schedule  of  the  said  Act,  every  suit,  of  any  description  specified 
in  the  schedule  annexed  to  this  Act,  instituted  after  the  period 
of  limitation  prescribed  therefore  in  the  schedule  shall  be 
dismissed,  although  limitation  has  not  been  set  up  as  a defence. 


C-.  Pj i anything  ncrciii  contaiiivu^ 
suit  for  which  the  period  of  limitation  prescribed  bv  this  Act  is 
shorter  than  the  period  of  limitation  prescribed  by  the  Indian 
Limitation  Aei,  1908,  or  by  the  Punjab  Limitation  (Ancestral 
Land  Alienation)  Act,  1 900,  maybe  instituted  within  the  period 
uf  one  vr :ai  iusxi.  ilie  c u run icnc-cf i Kmi  of  uiis  Act  ur  wiilim 


I . Substituted  for  the  word  M Punjab"  by  Haryana  Adaptation  of  Laws  {State  and 
Concurreut  Subjects)  Order,  196S. 

2*  See  now  Limitation  Act,  1963  {Central  Act  36  of  1963)* 
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the  period  prescribed  for  such  suit  by  the  Indian  Limitation  Act,  1 908,  or 
by  the  Punjab  Limitation  (Ancestral  Land  Alienation)  .Act,  1 900,  whichever 
period  expires  first. 

7-  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  section  6 — 

(a)  No  suit  for  thepossession  of  ancestral  immovable  property 
on  the  ground  that  tin  alienation  of  such  property  or  the 
appointment  of  an  heir  is  not  binding  on  the  plaintiff 
according  to  custom  shall  lie  if  a suit  for  a declaration  that 
the  alienation  or  appointment  or  an  heir  is  not  so  binding 
would  be  time-barred,  unless  a suit  for  such  a declaration 
has  been  instituted  within  the  period  prescribed  by  the 
schedule. 

(b)  No  suit  for  thepossession  of  ancestral  immovable  property 
by  a plaintiff  on  the  ground  that  he  is  as  heir  appointed  in 
accordance  with  custom  entitled  thereto  shall  lie  if  a suit 
for  a declaration  that  his  alleged  appointment  as  heir  was 
validity  made  according  to  custom  would  be  time-barred, 
unless  a suit  for  such  a declaration  has  been  instituted 
within  the  period  prescribed  by  the  schedule. 

8.  When  any  person  obtains  a decree  declaring  that  an 
alienation  of  ancestral  immovable  property  or  the  appointment  of  an 
heir  is  not  binding  on  him  according  to  custom,  the  decree  shall  ensure 
for  the  benefit  of  all  persons  entitled  to  impeach  the  alienation  or  the 
appointment  of  an  heir. 


Limitation  on 
suits  for 

possession  v/htre 
no  declaratory 
decree  has  been 
obtained. 
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Description  of  suit 


Period  of 
limitation 


Time  from  which  period  begins 


A suit  for  a declaration  that  an 
alienation  of  ancestral 
immovable  piupeity  will  not, 
according  to  cuslonij  he 
hindjnp.  on  the  plaintiff  after 
the  death  of  the  alienor  (:  f the 
alienor  is  a female)  alter  her 
death  or  forfeiture  of  her 
interest  in  the  property. 


A suit  for  possession  of 
ancestral  immovable  property 
which  has  been  alienated  on 
the  ground  thnt  the  alienation 
is  not  binding  on  the  plainti  ff 
according  to  custom — 

(a)  i f Tto  dr  cl  aratnry  decree 
of  the  nature  referred  to 
;n  article  1 is  obtained, 

(b)  if  such  declaratory 
decree  is  obtained. 


A salt  lor  a.  tlccla mb  vi  tn ut  uu 
u ii*> ujfj]  nUiiont  (fd n he i r 

is  invalid  as  1 wring  uppytiej  tu 
custom  or  in  fact  never  took 
place. 


Ffnrf/y — If  the  alienation  is  by  a registered 
deed,  the  date  of  registration  of  such 
deed. 

Secondly. — If  ftr.  .ilienation  is  not  by  a 
registered  deed — 

(a)  if  an  entry  regarding  the 
alienation  in  the  Register  of 
Mutations  has  been  attested  by  a 
Revenue  Officer  aider  the  Punjab 
Land  Revenue  Act,  1887,  the 
date  on  which  the  entry  is 
attested ; 

(b)  if  such  entry  msnotbetm  attested, 
the  date  on  which  the  alienee 
takes  physical  possession  of  the 
whole  o r any  part  of  the  property 
alienated  in  pursuance  of  such 
alienation ; 

(c)  in  all  other  eases,  the  date  on 
which  the  alienation  comes  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  plaintiff 


As  above. 


The  dale  on  which  the  right  to  sue  accrues  or 
the  dale  un  which  Ihc  declaratory  decree  is 
obtained,  whichever  is  later. 

| Iiiv  date  uu  which  the  alleged  ttppuiriUi'jlut  of 
< h?”  NsfoiiK'i  sihttvfr  in  Jit*?  n?;d!itiir 


A suit  for  possession  of 
ancestral  im  mu  v cubic- 

property  on  the  ground  that  an 
appointment  of  an  heir  is 
invalid  or  never  in  fact  took 
place  - 
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Dwcription  of  suit 

- 

Period  of 
limitation 

Time  from  which  period  begins 
to  run 

(a)  if-no  declaratory  decree 
ofthe  nature  referred  Lo 
in  article  3 is  obtained; 

6 years 

The  date  on  which  the  alleged  appointment  of 
an  heir  becomes  Xnown  to  the  plaintiff 

Cb)  if  snob  declaratory 
decree  is  rihlAined. 

3 years 

The  dale  on  which  the  right  to  sur  arenra,  or 
the  Hate  on  which  tbv  doclsnstory  decree  is 
obtained,  whichever  is  later 

5 , A suit  for  adeclaration  that  an 

alleged  appointment  tfanheir 
sva3  validly  made  according 
to  custom. 

6 years 

The  dale  when  Che  rights  of  the  alleged 
appointed  heir  are  interfered  with. 

6.  A anil  for  possession  of 

ancestral  immoveable 

property  by  a plaintiff  an  (be 
ground  that  he  is  an  heir 
appointed  in  accordance  with 
custom  entitled  thereto — 

. 

fa)  if no  (fcclaratury  decree 

oftbc  nature  referred  to 
in  article  5 is  obtained ; 

6 years 

The  dale  when  his  rights  as  such  heir  arc 
interfered  with. 

(h)  if  such  declaratory 
decree  is  obtained. 

3 years 

The  dale  of  the  death  of  the  person  making  the 
appointment  or  (if  such  person  is  a female)  of 
her  death  or  of  the  forfeiture  o f her  interest  in 
the  property  or  the  date  on  which  the 
declaratory  decree  is  obtained  whichever  is 
later. 

